Justice Drive
Information accessed and resources for the creation of this map include:
https://glenwoodhistoricalcemetery.org
http://www.michmarkers.com/default?page=S0497
https://www.ﬂintandgenesee.org/attraction/uawsitdowners-monuments-memorial-park/
https://www.ﬂintasbury.org/health-wellness/asburyfarms/
https://www.wesleyan.org/antislavery-roots
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.
33433082353610&view=1up&seq=319
https://beltmag.com/ﬂint-sit-down-strike-labor-lessons/
https://socialwelfare.library.vcu.edu/eras/greatdepression/ﬂint-sit-strike-1936-1937/
http://www.mycitymag.com/ﬂint-through-the-decadespart-6-change-is-gonna-come-1960-1969/
https://www.mightycause.com/organization/South-FlintSoup-Kitchen
https://www.mlive.com/ﬂintjournal/newsnow/2008/02/
ﬂint_made_civil_rights_histor.html
https://www.crossoverministryﬂint.org
https://wellnessaids.org

Resource created by Rachel Doboney Benton, 2021.

Learning, sharing, praying
about God’s work in the world

Did you know justice is all around you?
Follow this map to learn more about places and
people who work for good.
Notes for Parents:
* Scan the QR code for a link to step-by-step
driving directions. Kids may use the paper map
to help with the route.
* The Justice Drive route is 8 miles long and 22
minutes of drive time (7 total stops). Set aside
approximately 30-35 minutes to complete.
* Plan to pull over or park nearby each site. Be
mindful of safety! Read the corresponding
paragraph and prayer together.

Justice Drive
Asbury Farms

Learning, sharing, praying about God’s work in the world

Flint City Hall
Site of the Housing Ordinance 10-Day Sleep-IN Protest

Started in 2011 by Asbury UMC as a
single garden where neighbors could
connect, Asbury Farms has grown to
be a center of health and wellness for
their Flint neighborhood. Many neighbors
have experienced food insecurity and unacceptable lead levels in their drinking
water (which causes health problems). Asbury Farms works for justice by turning
empty land into community gardens, increasing access to fresh, healthy food, providing
jobs for young people in the neighborhood, and teaching residents farming skills. They
now have over 50 vacant lots filled with gardens and over 12 hoop houses that help
neighbors grow fruits and vegetables year-round (even in the winter!).

As of the 1960s (about 60 years ago), neighborhoods in Flint were
highly segregated. Black families were often kept from buying houses in
white neighborhoods – real estate agents often would not show houses
to black families, white owners often were not willing to sell them their
homes, loans were not given fairly to black families, and laws did not
protect their rights. Many people decided to come together
to try to make things right. They wanted Flint to have a law (an Open Housing
Ordinance) that would protect the rights of black families to live wherever they wanted
to choose. After the law was initially rejected, people organized a 10-day sleep in protest on
the lawn of the City Hall – over 5,000 people showed up in support, including the Governor of
Michigan. In 1968, after much hard work and determination, Flint was one of the first cities in
the United States to pass a fair housing ordinance.

All-Loving God, we thank you for Asbury Farms and for all the ways they work for
justice. Bless the plants they grow, the hands that tend them, the bellies that receive
them, and the hearts they encourage. Amen.

All-Loving God, we thank you for South Flint Soup Kitchen and for all the ways they work for
justice. Food is a basic right for all people. Help us to work for a day when the basic rights of all
people -the right to life, freedom, and safety - are fully met and celebrated. Amen.

Wellness Services seek “to treat everyone
with dignity” and “to be a space that you can
be yourself without concerns.” They provide
health care and support for individuals with
HIV/AIDS, offer educational sessions, work to
build community for folks who have been
marginalized, and maintain a Safe Space Drop In Center for folks
who are LGBTQ+ and Allies.

All-Loving God, we thank you for Wellness Services and all the
ways they work for justice. Help us to be people who welcome
and include, too. Amen.

All-Loving God, we thank you for people who protest for justice and who refuse to give up.
May we work hard to do what is right so that all people might have fair opportunities. Amen.

Glenwood
Cemetery

South Flint Soup Kitchen
The South Flint Soup Kitchen opens its doors
six days a week to share a wholesome meal with
anyone who is hungry, providing over 30,000 meals a year to individuals and
families who are homeless or food insecure (this means they may not have enough food when
they need it). Located in the former Lincoln Park United Methodist Church and an official
ministry of the United Methodist Church, they partner with Asbury Farms to create healthy
meals with fresh fruits and vegetables. In addition to meals, they have a food pantry for clients
and a resource center that directs people to additional services they might need.

Wellness Services

Crossover Downtown
Outreach Ministry
Founded by three churches in 1991 (including Court Street UMC!), Crossover
Downtown Outreach Ministry is a faith-based, interdenominational mission
established to provide free emergency food, clothing, household, personal
items, and youth programs to those most in need in our community. In addition to providing
emergency support to share God’s love, they also offer programs to improve the quality of
life and self-sufficiency of clients via youth programs and on-the-job experience.

All-Loving God, we thank you for Crossover and for all the ways they work for justice. As
they help people meet their basic needs, help us to find ways to share what we can so that
everyone has enough. Amen.

UAW Sitdowners Monuments
In the 1930s (about 90 years ago), General Motors made many vehicles in Flint. This meant that General Motors (GM) provided many jobs to people in this area, however, the
working conditions were very bad and the pay was unfair. Many workers decided to come together to try to make things better. For 44 days in 1936-37, they “sat down” in
the factories (also known as a “strike”) and stopped General Motors from being able to make vehicles. They said they would not work again until General Motors promised to
recognize their union (the United Automobile Workers, also known as UAW) and provide safer work conditions and fairer pay. Finally after much struggle (including some fighting
with police who wanted the workers to end their strike), General Motors agreed to the workers’ requests, which led to better working conditions and pay for many people.

All-Loving God, we thank you for people who work for fair job conditions. Be with many people in the world who work in unsafe places, are not treated with respect, and are
not paid enough. With your love, help us to make things right. Amen.

Grave of Luther Lee
A former Court Street pastor (1867-69) and conductor on the
Underground Railroad, Rev. Lee was a circuit rider pastor in New York
before eventually serving congregations in Michigan. He began
preaching against slavery in 1836, wrote in anti-slavery journals,
helped create the Wesleyan Methodist Church (a church created in
hopes of holding the Methodist tradition to their antislavery roots),
and worked to help people who were enslaved, often helping them
escape to Canada and other places. Rev. Lee believed slavery was
deeply wrong and argued that any law that went against
God’s ways, he was morally bound to break those
human-made laws to follow God’s laws. In addition to
working against slavery, he also worked for women’s
rights, including ordaining a woman, Antoinette Brown, to
ministry.

All-Loving God, we thank you for
Luther Lee and for all the ways
he worked for justice. Help us to
have courage to see people as
you see us. Amen.

Thanks for
participating!
The drive may end
here, but our work
for God’s justice
continues!

